Renewable Energy Project
Pollution, disappearing oil reserves, economic reasons, environmental concerns, and countless other reasons are forcing the entire world to place more emphasis on Renewable Energy (RE).  There are many different types of RE and ways to harness it.  The most common ones are solar PV, solar heaters, wind turbines, geothermal, and hydroelectric.  There are advantages and disadvantages to each.  The location also helps determine the feasibility of each choice.  Perhaps the ideal location would be one which has sunny skies year round, steady gentle winds, and hilly enough to use a creek or fed lake as a source of hydroelectric power.
You will be given different locations to choose for your project.  Your final research project will actually be given to the person who really has an interest in retiring there.  They are energy conscious and wanting to do their part in helping the environment.  It is often called “Going Green.”  So, please put forth an honest effort and do your best.  Feel free to consult me regarding any aspect of your project.

The Scientific Method Of Inquiry includes many steps.  On your posters, be sure to clearly label and “section off” each step.  The person receiving your Scientific Inquiry Project doesn’t necessarily know you, so you will need to be clear and explain everything.  Our only day of scheduled research is Feb 17.  You will need to gather all your information that day and save it on your student drive, a memory stick, or somewhere else.  It would be even better to print it as well.  Be absolutely certain to list all your sources.  Remember, this is a real scientific inquiry project.  Some people you know are truly interested in your results.  On Feb 19, we will use the class period to organize your Scientific Inquiry Data and prepare it in poster format.  I will have the poster paper and some glue.  If you don’t finish, it will be homework.  Presentations will start on Feb 23.  This scientific inquiry lab project is worth 180 points.
Scientific Inquiry Steps:

I. Title (10 pts)
II. Problem (10 pts)
III. Objectives (10 pts)
IV. Research and gather information (50 pts, 10 per alternative, focus on pros and cons of each type)
V. Hypotheses (10 pts, more than one alternative is possible)
VI. Supporting Data with citations for each hypothesis (50 pts, 10 per alternative, focus on data that shows your choices will work for the location)
VII. Overall conclusion regarding choices (This would be a good place to list pros and cons of each choice.) (20 pts)
VIII. Questions and Considerations (20 pts)

